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gel lo know... 


MEEKINS INC. 


AND OUR PRESTRESS-PRECAST DIVISION 


MEEKINS - BAMMAN 


GENERAL OFFICES ON PEMBROKE ROAD IN HOLLYWOOD, YU 3-5100 OR FR 1-7649. SERVING QUALITY CONSCIOUS BUILDERS WITH READI-MIX CONCRETE, 
CONCRETE BLOCK, VEDADO DECORATIVE BLOCK, PRECAST AND PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. PLASTER AND MASONRY MATERIALS, ROCK AND SAND. 


MModern Buildings Deserve 


for 
BEAUTY 
ROM DPY 
QUALITY 


MERRY'S BUFF JUMBO AND UTILITY BRICK, CLARK-SCHWEBEL FIBER GLASS CORP , ANDERSON, 
$. C. ARCHITECT. HARRY H. PAYNE. CONTRACTOR: DANIEL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 


Add distinction to your building design with the new 
pastel shades of Merry Brick; preserve economy with 
Merry Brick's larger size units. Only color engineered brick 
of highest quality come from Merry's new, automated 
Plant No. 3. Individual inspection of each single brick is 
further assurance of a product to match the architect's 
finest artistry. Engineered color control means complete 
uniformity of shade no matter how large the expanse of 
masonry wall, and a perfect color match for additions to 
your building at any time in the future. Production ca- 
pacity of 100,000 eight-inch equivalents daily assures de- 
livery of any quantity — on schedule. 


Telephone or write for more information, or ask the 
Merry Brick sales representative who calls on you. 


Menny fnothena 
Bnick amd Tle Company 
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THE COVER... 


We noted last month that several designs had been submitted for covers by 
Raymond H. Strowd, partner in the Fort Myers firm of Cornwell and Strowd, 
Architects. This is the second of his sketches. He assures us it has no special 
graphic significance — but those with a penchant for symbolism might find 
some suggestion of structure in it, thus interpeting it as a visual forecast of 
next month's Convention theme — ‘’Structural Arts and Architecture". And 
that’s as good an explanation as any! 
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CURTAIN WALLS 


of McCormick Place—new *34,000,000 exposition center on Chicago’s lakefront 


—were made of Trinity White portland cement and exposed white aggregate 


Re RY- 


(Top) Model of McCormick Place as seen from Lake Michigan. (Above) Close-up of the sculptured concrete panels 


McCormick Place is one of the largest concrete structures Shaw Metz & 

in the world—three blocks long by a block wide and high Associates, 

as a ten-story building . . . 2,010 curtain wall panels made Architects; 

of Trinity White and white aggregate were used. Sculp- American-Marietta Co., 

tured panel designs by Constantine Nivola. Concrete Products 
Division, 
Manufacturer. 


Houston + Fredonia, Kansas + Jackson, 
CEMENT Michigan + Tampa + Miami * Los Angeles 


è 
nd ° A Product of PORTLAND 
General Portland Cement Co. f #4 
Chicago « Chattanooga * Dallas + Fort Worth È 
PORTLAND 
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Top-Flight Speakers to Guide 


Convention’s Seminar Programs 


It would be difficult to avoid su- 
perlatives in describing next month's 
Convention program. Program Chair- 
man FrepERICK W. KrssLer—with 
the generous consultative assistance 
of P/A Editor THomas H. Creicu- 
TON, FAlA—has outlined a schedule 
of speeches and panel discussions that 
cannot help but stir the attention and 
interest of all Florida architects who 
have at heart the advancement of 
their professional capabilities. 

For, truly, the roster of speakers 
contains some professional diamonds 
of the first water. And their contri- 
butions to the development of the 
Convention theme "Structural Arts 
and Architecture" should provide as 
memorable a two days as any in the 
FAA's 47-year convention history. 

This year speakers have been orga- 
nized into "Workshop Seminar" 
groups, rather than mere discussion 
panels. In Chairman 
words, '* . . . we are attempting to 
bring out arguments, pro and con, 
within the panels and promote real 
‘hot’ discussions. We feel that in this 
way the most interest can be devel- 
oped. . . . We have an outstanding 
list of panelists and, at least from that 
score, this should be one of the most 
important conventions our state orga- 
nization has ever had." 

Further, the subjects of the various 
Workshop Seminars—three in all— 
run a wide gamut of time-oriented 
material. On ‘Thursday afternoon the 
Seminar topic will be “Architecture 
and Technology.” Panelists will be 
Roserr M. LrrrLe, FAIA, ALONZO 
Harriman, FAIA, FELIX CANDELA, 
Bruce Granam, AIA, and Groncr 
Marsumoro. They will discuss . . . 
Relationship of modern architecture 
and technological development; the 
Bauhaus and beginnings of industrial 
design; the impact of new materials 
and mass production on architecture; 
new freedoms in plasticity and spans 
with domes, shells, hyperbolic para- 
baloids . . . In the light of such dis- 
cussion, they will attempt an answer 
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Kessler's own 


to the question, What controls must 
the architect exert over these new 
structural possibilities? 

The Friday morning Workshop 
Seminar has been titled “Concrete 
vs. Steel in Architectural Forms.” 
Panelists will explore . . . Plastic pos- 
sibilities of concrete and the freedom 
of poured concrete ys. the discipline 
of precast concrete; the economics of 
structural forms; the concrete of Pei, 
Yamasaki, Bundschaft vs. that of 
Nervi, Candela and Salvadori; metal 
frames and their modular possibil- 
ities, and use of more plastic metal 
frames (not only steel). 

On Friday afternoon the title of the 
Workshop Seminar is “Esthetic Pos- 
sibilities in New Structural Forms”, 
and the panelists, ranging far afield, 
will consider such diverse questions 
as... Will the search continue for 
new forms? What is architecture of 
the future likely to be — 10, 100, 
1,000 years hence? Is an architect 
capable of producing a satisfactory 
sculptural form—and if so, is it justi- 
fied? What about its economics? Are 
we justified in producing uneconomi- 


cal designs for the sake of form? 
What should the profession be dem- 
onstrating to its public—experimen- 
tation and chaos, or maturity and 
What should architectural 
schools be teaching? 

Unlike past conventions, the same 
men will serve as panelists at all three 
Workshop Seminars. As one result it 
is hoped that each will have a more 
than-usual opportunity to develop his 
individual convictions to a greater 
extent than is usually possible—even 
though such development may be 
spread out in three panel sessions. 
Fhus, from the panelists’ standpoint, 
this will be an unusually hardworking 
convention. From the standpoint of 
those attending the Workshop Sem- 
nars the program provides an unique 
opportunity to consider the values of 
divergent viewpoints and thus to cval- 
uate each in terms of his own indi- 
vidual experience and reaction. It is 
an ambitious convention program; 
and because this is so, it is a program 
that offers to cach who attends it as 
much as he wishes to take from it. 
There is no doubt that to many, it 
will prove to be a high-assay mother- 
lode of professional inspiration and 
value. 

Three other important speoches are 
listed on the Convention’s agenda. 
On Thursday, November 9, AIA Pres- 
ident Paire H. Wirr, Jr, FAIA, 
will deliver an address which has 
been billed as “Greetings from the 


style? 


(Continued on Page 6) 


This is part of the hard-working FAA Convention Committee of the Palm Beach 
Chapter during a recent planning conference. They are, seated, left to right, 
Robert W. Wening, Jr., publicity; Kenneth Jacobson, general chairman; Beverly 
Stetson, womens’ events; Howard E. McCall, product exhibits; Norman Robson, 
awards. Standing are, left to right, John Stetson, hospitality; Paul R. Mckinley, 
students; John B. Marion, students; Roy M. Simon, entertainment; John T. 
Shoup, publicity; Harold A. Obst, chapter president; Samuel Ogren, Jr., program. 


THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT 


Lia, 


A i The Little Red 
nu Schoolhouse! 


three fine 
new school buildings 
demonstrate the versatility, 
ease of erection and heauty of 
HOUDAILLE-SPAN concrete planks for roofs 
and floors. In each instance the architect has taken 
full advantage of HOUDAILLE-SPAN'S unique henefits . . . long, 
clear spans, practical 40" width, adaptahility to flat or sloped roof design, 
unlimited potential for cantilevers and sun shades. HOUDAILLE-SPAN fits nicely into 
tight budgets, making it the ideal roof or floor system for schools, churches, and commercial 
huildings where fire resistance, low maintenance, early occupancy and quality construction is important. 


Look What's 
Happened to... 


"ULL 


Snapper Creek Elementary School, Miami. ARCHI- 
TECT: James Ferguson, Coral Gables. ENGINEER: 
Crane Engineering, Miami. CONTRACTOR: Giller & 
Fryd, Miami Beach. 


Sundial School, Fort Lauderdale. ARCHITECT: William 
G. Crawford, AIA. CONTRACTOR: John H. Payne, Inc. 
Wilton Manors. 


HOUDAILLE - SPAN 


is an extruded, pre-cast, 

prestressed concrete flat slab with 
hollow cores. It is offered in 6" and 

8" depths, a 40° width and lengths 

up to 30°. HOUDAILLE-SPAN 

can save time and dd pe 
cut costs on your next ay 
job by speeding erection, TONS 
and eliminating costly forming, shoring 

and cutting on the job. This versatile concrete structural 
system might very well be the practical and 

economical solution to your next building. One of our 
representatives will be pleased to supply you with 
details. Call in the early planning stages 

for his assistance. 


Exceptional Child Center, Fort Lauderdale. ARCHI- 
TECT: John Evans, AIA. ENGINEER: D. E. Britt & 
Associates. CONTRACTOR: Tooker-Heath Construction 
Co., all of Fort Lauderdale. 


Say “Hoo-Dye” 
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lice 
1050 N.E. 5TH TERRACE * FORT LAUDERDALE * FLORIDA * JA 4-0456 


Fort Lauderdale 


A Unit of Houdaille Industries, Inc. 
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Convention... 
(Continued from Page 4) 


Institute.” Friday afternoon, follow 
ing the third Workshop Seminar, 
Sculptress Gwen Lux (Mrs. Thomas 
H. Creighton) will speak on “Sculp- 
ture and the Other Arts as Related 
to the Esthetics of Structural and 
Other Forms.” She will be concerned 
Should 
architect, engineer, sculptor, interior 
designer and artist collaborate, or 
should they be one person, as often 
in history? Are we attempting to inte 


with several questions 


grate various phases of design, or are 
we completely divorcing them? Are 
we capable of close integration? Is the 
challenge too much for the architect? 
Is there a place for the ‘other arts’ 
in the work of Candela, Breuer, or 
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill? 
Final address of the Convention, 
at the Saturday, Novemebr 11, clos 
ing luncheon, will be given by P/A 
Editor Tuomas H. Creicuron, FA 
IA. His topic will be “Summary of 
Convention Seminars." Here again 
will be a concern with questions . . . 
Have we accomplished our purpose? 
Will 


architecture and engineering 


A PACKAGE DEAL! 


This year it's a new kind of 
Convention — in more ways 
than one. For the first time 
in FAA history your Conven- 
tion expenses will be packaged 
— and any tabs for extras will 
be strictly of your own making! 
The Boca Raton Hotel is oper- 
ated on the American Plan. This 
means that the price of your 
room includes the price of 
three wonderful meals each 
day — motning, noon and 
night. And, you can eat as 
little or as much as you wish! 

. Not only that — there'll 
be no extra charge for the tra- 
ditional Friday night banquet. 
And even the entertainment 
for the fun and frolic night on 
Thursday is part of the deal... 
Incidentally, this Thursday par- 
ty will be SOMETHING... A 
full evening of variety show — 
with special surprise numbers 
— good music, good food and 
dancing . . . 


grow further apart, or become com 
pletely integrated with the other arts? 
De we understand each other's langu 
age? What is regionalism in architec- 
ture? Is Florida architecture different? 
Have we different problems? 

This vocal side of the 47th Con 


vention program will pose many ques- 
tions—questions that most practicing 
architects have recognized as impor- 
tant. And from the discussions bom 
from the convictions and experiences 
of Convention speakers may emerge 
—dimly or clearly according to the 
individual—some important answers. 
The questions are professional in char- 
acter. Answers to them may, or may 
pattern. But 
whatever form they may take, they 
will be thought-provoking and con- 
structive. 


not follow the same 


To The Ladies... 


By BEVERLY STETSON 


Fhe majority of successful architects 
have wives in their business, profess 
ional and social lives. Mrs. PHILIP 
Witt, our A.I.A. president's wife is a 
stunning example, as were Mrs Jonn 
Nose Ricuarps, Mrs. Leon CHATE 
LAIN and others who stood beside their 
well-known husbands. Conventions of 
professional groups throughout the 
country now count the ladies and 
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Be SURE of Shower-Scald Protection 


...you can with 


TEMPERA 


Guaranteed protection 
within one degree for 
any type of building 

Prevents scalds, 
chills caused by sud- 
den changes in water 
pressure TEM- 
PERA is low cost, 
automatic and instant 
insurance against 
shower scald in hos- 
pitals, homes, motels, 
apartments, clinics, in- 
stitutions. Accepted by 


Federal Government; 
listed in GSA Stores 
catalog... 


Manufactured by: 


Pressure Compensating 


Interstate, 


TEMPERA CORPORATION torso, orson 


TEMPERA is in the Morton Towers at 
Miami Beach. Melvin Grossman, Architect; 
Dade Plumbing Inc 


Installers 


For literature and full technical 
and specification information 
Write to: 

TEMPERA VALVES 
7225 S.W. 82nd Court, Miami 43, 


Or call: 
Miami — MOhawk 5-5032 
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0000000000000 0000000 


FLAMELESS 
ELECTRIC AIR 
CONDITIONING 


is the product of nearly a half- 


Play Safe... 


Tried and Proven 


By 200,000 of Your Friends and 
Neighbors in Our Service Area 


century of continuing research 
and development. Hundreds 
of models, and a size for every 
job, from long established, rep- 
utable manufacturers, now at 
all- time low prices due to 
MASS PRODUCTION 


economies...even lease 


plans available. 


o 0009099000000 9008- Ee 


CHEAPER MOST CHEAPER 
TO INSTALL DEPENDABLE TO OPERATE 


Only a single in- Hundreds of reputable Flameless, year-round air 
stallation needed ^ gealers,contractors,engi- conditioning costs less 
. no flues, no neers and service people per ton to operate... 


flame. Light- 
weight, dau tat ET at your beck and call... only pennies per hour... 


or room units provide See the yellow pages. A BIGGER BARGAIN 
summer and winter THAN EVER. 
comfort. 


Before You Buy, Call Us or Get All The Facts from Your Electrical Dealer or Your Air Conditioning Contractor 


€999900099009000000009909999 999990909090009009009009909099900909909090990090090000009099909090900000909000000000 


.. IT'S CHEAPER, TOO! 


90090999909900090099900090990900090000000090000000090000409009009009090000900009000009000000000000909020000000009 


FLORIDA POWER & LIGHT COMPANY 


\ HELPING BUILD FLORIDA j 
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ILLUMINATED WALL BRACKET spottionts handraits 


in corridors and stairways * * Incandescent recessed lighting 
provides added safety and decorative night lighting for: 


HOSPITALS HOMES FOR AGED THEATRES HOTELS 


^ 
CÀ Clemer t OF PITTSBURGH 


GENERAL CATALOG OF COMPLETE BLUMCRAFT LINE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
COPYRIGHT 1961 BY BLUMCRAFT OF PITTSBURGH * 460 MELWOOD STREET, PITTSBURGH 13, PENNSYLVANIA 


The 1961 


Office Practice 


Mr. Starnes—Our first speaker at 
this concluding seminar session is a 
native of Pennsylvania and a 1928 
graduate of Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity. He has been in the insurance 
field ever since and in 1947 formed 
his own agency in Washington, D.C., 
Victor O. ScHINNERER & COMPANY, 
Inc. He has been extremely active in 
Washington civic affairs as well as in 
his own profession. Some years age he 
developed a program of liability in- 
surance for the AIA; and as one result 
of his research and experience in this 
specialized field he has become an 
acknowledged authority on profes- 
sional liability coverage. I present to 
you now Mr. Victor O. ScHINNERER 
from Washington. 


Mr. Schinnerer — | am delighted to 
have the opportunity to participate in 
this panel discussion on the important 
subject of the liability and legal re- 
sponsibilities of the architect. 


First Why? — The legal trend 
toward fixing liability on third parties 
began some years ago in cases involv- 
ing manufactured products. Prior to 
this, the purchaser of a defective or 
injurious product could claim dam- 
ages only from the person from whom 
he purchased these goods. It was 
generally accepted that the seller and 
the buyer had a legal relationship 
wherein one could be held responsible 
to the other. The manufacturer or 
the designer, on the other hand, was 
considered a third party, remote and 
removed from the transaction. 

In recent years, however, the 
courts have tended to rule that the 
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Seminar 


Part IV - Omissions and Errors 


The concluding session of the 1961 
FAA Office Practice Seminar started 
at 3:15 p.m., June 10, 1961 at the 
Hillsboro Hotel, Tampa. Subject was 
“Omissions and Errors." Chairman of 
the meeting was Hart. M. STARNES, 
AIA, of the Florida South Chapter. 
Speakers were Vicror A. SCHINNER- 
ER, insurance counsellor, and WiL- 


manufacturer and designer could be 
held liable. This type of third party 
liability case came into prominence 
in 1916 when the owner of a Buick 
automobile was thrown from his car 
by the collapse of one of the old 
wooden-spoked wheels. The Buick 
Motor Company insisted that respon- 
sibility lay on the retail dealer who 
sold the car. But Justice Cardozo, in 
a famous decision, held that the man- 
ufacturer of the automobile was li- 
able directly to the buyer. This was 
the famous MacPherson v. Buick Mo- 
tor Company case. 

Although for many years third 
party liability cases involved only 
goods, or, in legal language, “chat- 
tels", it was inevitable that the day 
would come when the concept might 
be extended to apply to those who 
supplied professional services. 

Several years ago a two-year old 
boy was seriously injured when he 
fell off the rear stoop of an apart 
ment house in Binghamton, New 


LIAM E. SuermMan, attorney, As in 
the first two sessions of the Seminar, 
this was conducted as a panel pre- 
sentation followed by a question and 
answer period. Unlike most of the 
previous speakers, Mr. Schinnerer read 
from a previously prepared document 
which is reproduced here in full as it 
was submitted. 


York. His parents engaged a lawyer 
to determine who was responsible. 
Naturally, you would assume that this 
would be the owner of the apart- 
ment building who had a rental 
agreement with the boy’s parents. 
Actually, a completely different per- 
son was also hailed into court—the 
architect who had designed the 
building six years before. It was al- 
leged that he had prepared an unsafe 
design by failing to put a railing 
around the stoop or by failing to 
have the center step extend for the 
stoop’s full length. 

Fortunately for the architect, the 
court released him from the suit be- 
cause of a legal defect in the com- 
plaint against him. But the real sig- 
nificance of the ruling was the im- 
plication that if the court had con- 
cluded otherwise, the architect would 
have been liable. The court ruled: 

E: we conclude that the ‘prin- 
ciple inherent’ in the MacPherson 
(Continued on Page 10) 


Omissions and Errors... 


(Continued from Page 9) 


doctrine applies to determine the lia- 
bility of architects or builders for 
their handiwork. . . ” (Macpherson v. 
Buick Motor Co., supra, 217 N.Y. 
382, 111 N.E. 1050, L.R.A. 1916F, 
696) 

To architects, this opened up a 
new area of legal responsibility. The 
reason was that, historically, under 
what is known as "privity of con- 
tract", architects were considered to 
have a legal responsibility only with 
the owner who engaged them. Thus, 
they could be held liable only by the 
owner, not by others with whom they 
had no contractural relation. Today, 
however, this ancient concept of priv- 
ity between two parties has been 
challenged and overthrown in the 
courts. 

Although the architect was releas- 
ed in the Binghamton case, it is ap- 
parent that the language of the court 
has been taken seriously in other 
areas. Take the case of an architec- 
tural firm in the South that designed 
and supervised the construction of a 
hospital. There was nothing wrong 
with the design, but there was some- 
thing wrong with the plumbing sub- 
contractors shop drawings! He failed 
to install a pressure relief valve that 
was called for in the architect's plans. 
Before the architect was notified that 
the boiler had been installed, the 
subcontractor ran a test, the boiler 
exploded and a workman was killed. 
His widow filed suit against many 
parties, including the architects and 
the consulting engineers. 

She obtained a judgment of $58, 
700.00 from the architects. In the 
words of the lower court judge, the 
architects are supposed to “snoop, 
pry and prod” and if they had done 
so in this case, they would have dis- 
covered the omission of the safety 
valve. The Circuit Court not only 
affirmed the decision of the lower 
court, but increased the judgment to 
$83,000.00, stating that: 

“In view of the circumstances here- 
in shown, we believe a duty existed 
on the part of the architect to use 
reasonable care toward the contrac- 
tor and his employees as well as the 
various subcontractors and their em- 
ployees whom the architect had every 
reason to anticipate would be in- 
volved in the construction of this 
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particular project. An architect em- 
ployed to prepare plans for and sup- 
ervise construction of a building or 
facility . . . must exercise reasonable 
diligence and care under the circum- 
stances to protect against injury to 
those who may be reasonably foreseen 
to be imperiled by defective or im- 
proper construction or lack of ade- 
quate supervision.” 

The engineer was released from 
the suit when his attorney showed: 
1) the contract between the archi- 
tect and the engineer provided a re- 
duced fee for the engineer with the 
implied understanding that he would 
not have to supervise the construc- 
tion; and 2), the shop drawings 
which the plumbing contractor used 
were not approved by the engineer 
but were initialled by the architect. 

The farreaching implications of 
this startling case motivated the 
A.LA. and the Louisiana Society of 
Architects to join the defendant ar- 
chitect in an appeal to the Supreme 
Court of Lousiana. 

The verdict of the Supreme Court 
was a happy one for the architectur- 
al profession. The decision of the 
lower court was reversed and the 
architect was cleared of liability. 

Thus, for the time being, this trend 
has been stayed in Louisiana. But 
many competent observers believe 
that while a battle has been won, 
the war will continue in other areas. 

In addition to this new develop- 
ment, there has been a marked in- 
crease in the number of claims which 
have developed out of the architects” 
contractural relationship with the 
owner. 

Take the case of an architectural 
firm that prepared plans for a bowl- 
ing alley. A typist in the office made 
a typographical error that showed the 
building as 58 feet long instead of 
68 feet. This disastrous mistake was 
never caught until the bowling equip- 
ment people arrived to install the 
alleys. By that time, the fat was in 
the fire. An additional ten feet of 
land, that could have been bought 
originally, was no longer available. 
Thus, the machinery to operate the 
pinsetters had to be located at the 
side of the alleys instead of at the 
end, the lighting had to be rearrang- 
ed and there was a delay in opening 
the alleys which caused the loss of 
income to the owner. In this case, 
the owner collected $19,850.00 in 


damages of which Continental paid 
$19,350.00 and the architect paid 
only the deductible amount, $500.00 

Or, take the case of the firm that 
designed a three-story reinforced con- 
crete building for use as a laboratory 
The design called for a six-inch roof 
slab of concrete and a roof fill of 
lightweight aggregate to protect the 
concrete slab and provide a draining 
slope. Expansion of the lightweight 
aggregate caused three — parapeted 
walls to be displaced, resulting in 
damages in the amount of $22,400.00. 
Even though the owner had approved 
the plans, the court awarded judg- 
ment against the architect. 

'The Court ruled that the architect 
should have obained more accurate 
information about the characteristics 
of the material before specifying its 
usc. In handing down this decision, 
the court said: 

“An architect implicitly warrants 
not only that he has the skill, knowl- 
edge, and judgment required to pro- 
duce a result that will meet the needs 
of his employer, but that in the prep- 
aration of plans and specifications and 
in the supervision of the work he 
will employ that skill, knowledge and 
judgment without negligence . . . he 
is liable to his employer if damage 
results." 

This need for defense against law 
suits for damages has not been lim- 
ited to the engineering and architec- 
tural professions. All kinds of third 
party liability suits have been on the 


increase — suits for bodily injury, 
property damage, loss of income, loss 
of services, etc. — based on real or 


imagined damages. 

This inclination to attemp to col- 
lect for damages has spread and 
become a problem of great concern 
to all engaged in commerce, industry 
and the professions. Liability insur- 
ance scemed the obvious answer to 
this problem, but architects soon dis- 
covered that adequate policies were 
not generally available. 

While professional liability insur- 
ance had been developed for the 
legal, medical, dental, accounting and 
other professions, most insurance 
companies, when asked to write a 
broad policy for architects and en- 
gineers, threw up their hands. The 
field was too wide and too unpredict- 
able, covering, as it did, everything 
from a towering suspension bridge to 
the railing on a homeowner's porch. 
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Now, Just How Was the Policy 
Developed? — Approximately ten 
years ago, The American Institute 
of Architects appointed a Professional 
Liability Committee to study the 
trend toward third party liability and 
try to find a way to protect archi- 
tects from suits for real or imagined 
damages. The Committee worked 
with various insurance agents and 
listened to anyone who wished to 
give advice or make a proposal. 

Very little was accomplished until 
just about five years ago when the 
first real rays of hope appeared. The 
A.LA. Committee discussed the prob- 
lem with our firm (Victor O. Schin- 
ner & Company, Inc. of Washing- 
ton, D. C., a firm of insurance ana- 
lysts, brokers and consultants). We 
were interested. To us, it was a chal- 
lenge as well as an opportunity. From 
that time on, our firm made liability 
for architects and engineers a pet 
project. 

Our firm developed a question- 
naire which was sent to all members 
of the A.LA. by the Committee to 
determine some of the basic data ne- 
cessary to successfully underwrite the 
insurance. The response was gratify- 
ing and the replies, when studied and 
tabulated, gave us a clear picture of 
the kind of coverage architects felt 
they needed. Working with the 
A.LA. Committee on Professional In- 
surance, we developed a truly “Broad 
Coverage" Policy. 

The next problem was to find a 
suitable insurance company to under- 
write the policy. A Company had to 
be found which would meet the rigid 
requirements of the Committee for 
financial strength, stability and ser- 
vice facilities, and, at the same time, 
a company that would be willing to 
embark upon this new and untried 
field of professional lability insur- 
ance. After discussions with the ex- 
ecutives of many insurance concerns, 
mutually satisfactory arrangements 
were worked out with the Continen- 
tal Casualty Cimpany, a $400-million 
company and one of the largest and 
most respected in the industry. 

Because the policy was tailor made 
to the requirements of the A.LA. 
Committee, it was natural for A. 
to commend it to their members. 
This was done by the Board of Direc- 
tors of The American Institute of 
Architects on November 28th, 1956. 

From the beginning, our firm has 
worked closely with the A.I.A. Com- 
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mittee to disseminate information on 
this important subject to all members 
of the profession. As a result, there 
are now over 3,600 architectural and 
engineering firms insured under the 
A.LA. commended program under- 
written by our firm in the Continent- 
al Casualty Company. 

With a valuable backlog of exper- 
ience, available nowhere else, and 
with expert knowledge acquired in 
this specialized field, our firm has 
been able to obtain from Continental 
Casualty Company a series of im- 
provements in the basic policy. 

At the same time, in cooperation 
with the A.LA. Committee, studies 
are being made of claims, law suits 
and legal trends to identify and dis- 
close danger areas and alerts that can 
be passed on to A.LA. members. 


Informed counsel and advice on how 
to prevent and minimize claims can 
be one of the most valuable aspects 
of the program. 

This knowledge and experience is 
also being utilized by the AIA-EJC 
Joint Sub-Committee, which has just 
completed a comprehensive study of 
the overall responsibilities and lia- 
bilties of architects and engineers. It 
was my good fortune to serve as 
consultant to this Committee. 

Here are some of the provisions 
that the A.LA. Committee wanted 
written into their ideal Professional 
Liability Policy. They are what make 
it a truly "Broad Coverage" policy. 
All of these items are included in 
the Continental Casualty Company 
Policy. 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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The four-session, all-day Office Practice Seminar, held 
June 10, 1961, at the Hillsboro Hotel in Tampa, was the 
third such gathering to be sponsored by the FAA's Office 
Practice Committee. Seminar Chairman Earl M. Starnes, 
working with FAA President Robert H. Levison, organized 
the meeting into four sessions as follows: 


10:00 AM....THE STUDENT AND THE ARCHITECT" 
Chairman....J. Vance Duncan, AIA 
Speakers.....T. Trip Russell, AIA 
Ronnie Ginn 
Dale Freelove 
Walter Raymond, AIA 


11:15 AM...."ARCHITECT-ENGINEER COORDINATION” 
Chairman....Robert H. Maybin, AIA 
Speakers..... Newton Ebaugh, PE 
W. E. Bishop, PE 
C. M. Spooner, Jr., PE 


2:00 PM.... ‘NEW AIA GENERAL CONDITIONS” 
Chairman....Hilliard T. Smith, Jr., AIA 
Speakers.....Bernard B. Rothschild, AIA 


3:15 PM....“OMMISSIONS AND ERRORS” 


Chairman....Earl M. Starnes, AIA 

Speakers..... Victor A. Schinnerer, 
Insurance Counselor 
William E. Sherman 
Attorney 


This year, for the first time, proceedings of the seminar 
were tape-recorded. A resolution was adopted by the FAA 
Board of Directors at its June 9th meeting that "the per- 
tinent portions" of these proceedings be published. The 
first three sessions were reported in July, August and 
September. This issue concludes the series...Most of the 
talks were delivered on an extemporaneous basis, thus a 
substantial re-writing from the transcript of the recording 
has been necessary to avoid the repetitions and fragmented 
sentences that invariably occur in the recording of such 
deliveries. However, all tape-transcripts have been edited 
with the care necessary to assure inclusion of all "the per- 
tinent portions" of each session. 
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Omissions and Errors... 
(Continued from Page 11) 


e The policy covers professional 
acts, errors or omissions regardless of 
whether an accident results or wheth- 
er negligence is proven. 

e The policy covers every em- 
ployee of the firm, not just partners 
or officers. 

è The policy covers the architect 
for any person or firm for whose acts 
he is liable — such as consultants, 
other architects, his own employes 
and others. 

e The policy pays for legal defense 
in full even though this would bring 
total payments above the limits set in 
the policy. Neither the limit nor the 
deductible applies to this cost of legal 
defense. 

e The expense of arbitration is 
covered in like manner. Neither de- 
ductible nor limit applies. 

e Immediate medical and surgical 
relief expenses are covered without re- 
gard to liability and in addition to 
the policy limit. 

e The insurance company must 
obtain the architect's consent before 
settling or compromising a claim. 

e The coverage may be obtained 
on a worldwide basis. 

e The policy can be written to 
cover the insured retroactively back 
to the beginning of his practice. In 
the case of a partnership this applies 
to each partner separately. The sig- 
nificance of this provision cannot be 
overemphasized. It was one of the 
main requirements set up by the 
AIA. Committee. 

e The insurance company is not 
permitted to subrogate against em- 
ployees of the insured architect. 

e The policy may not be cancelled 
by the company except by registered 
mail or certified mail and with ten 
days' prior notice. 

e If the company does cancel or 
refuse to renew a policy, the architect 
continues to be covered for an addi- 
tional twelve months on all work 
done while the policy was in force. 

As a practical matter, the A.LA.- 
commended policy has other advan- 
tages. It is supervised by the A.LA. 
Committee and our firm as its consul- 
tant. It can be bought in any one of 
the fifty states through the archi- 
tect's own insurance broker or Con- 
tinental agent. The policy is flex- 
ible and may be bought with deduct- 
ibles of $500.00, $1,000.00, $2,500.- 
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00, etc. and limits of $25,000.00, 
$50,000.00, $100,000.00, and up. The 
cost of the insurance is reasonable— 
particularly when the broad scope of 
coverage is considered. 

Unfortunately, things in the arca 
of legal liability have been taking a 
rather unfortunate turn for the pro- 
fessions, as well as for all business 
and industry in the arca of third 
party liability. In years gone by, ar- 
chitects actually were bystanders in 
many suits because of the rule cf 
privity. Today however, the courts 
are throwing out privity as a defense. 
Also, modern architectural and engi- 
neering practice is more complex than 
ever with new materials coming into 
use, etc. No longer can the architect 
do all the work himself—lic must 
rely on and use the services of others 
—yet he may be held legally respon- 
sible for their work. Adding to the 
seriousness of the situation is the 
modem trend for aggrieved persons 
to seek legal redress for real or fan- 
cied injuries. 

Whether we like it or not, we 
must recognize that these conditions 
exist and be prepared to defend our- 
selves. Common ordinary prudence 
calls for a Professional Liability Pol- 
icy, in sufficient amount and iailored 
to meet the needs of the profession 
in today's fast changing world. For- 
tunately, such a policy is available. 


Mr. Starnes — Thank you very 
much Vic. In developing the program 
for this Seminar the committee felt 
it would be of much interest to bring 
this matter of professional liability 
into our own local area. Therefore 
our next speaker is a representative 
of the legal profession, a native of 
Florida who was born and rcared in 
Winter Park and who graduated in 
1952 from the University of Florida 
Law School. Formerly he served in 
the Attorney General's office in Tal- 
lahasee, and he now conducts his 
own law practice in Deland and Ve- 
nice. I take personal pleasure in pre- 
senting Mr. WiLLiaM E. SHERMAN. 


Mr. Sherman—You have the good 
fortune to live in one of the most 
progressive states in the country rela- 
tive to the interesting problem of lia- 
bility of architects. But the first thing 
I wish to talk about is not directly 
related to liability. It is the way to 
stay out of court. 


I have specific refernce to Articles 
39 and 40 of your General Condi- 
tions and Article 19 of your standard 
Form of Agreement. All of these re- 
late to arbitration. 

When lawyers look at a contract, 
they have a tendency to think of a 
court of law as a means of enforcing 
it. This is proper. But lawyers also 
tend to think that a court of law is 
the only means of enforcing a con- 
tract; and this is improper. In-your 
contracts you have wisely provided 
for arbitration as a method of adjust- 
ing difficulties without the necessity 
of a lawsuit. 

Until 1957 it was very difficult to 
make an arbitration agreement stick 
in the State of Florida. l'or one thing, 
the parties did not have to agree to 
it; and even when they did, our courts 
made statements to the effect that 
such agreements were contrary to the 
jurisdictional requirements of the 
court and were probably unconstitu- 
tional. 

In 1957, however, the Florida Leg- 
islature adopted an act which was to 
be known as the Commercial Arbi- 
tration Code. Under this act—which 
incidentally has never been construed 
by court—you can make arbitration 
as provided for in your contract a 
rule of court; and after arbitration has 
been performed by technical people 
trained in your field, you can then 
make this decision a judgment. 
Granted this is subject to review. 
However, if the essential legal require- 
ments have been met by the arbitra- 
tors in making a finding of fact, the 
arbitration will stick. 

I won't go into cases. But there 
has been recognition by Florida courts 
of the effect of an arbitration decision 
rendered in New York under the pro- 
visions of the New York act. And the 
judgment rendered by the court under 
the New York arbitration code was 
enforced here. This was a 1956 case 
—prior to adoption of our own Arbi- 
tration Code, so there's still some of 
the old language relative to jurisdic- 
tion in the case. But I believe that 
today the Florida courts, under our 
present arbitration. act, will enforce 
the arbitration provisions of your con- 
tract. 

So you can now not only arbitrate 
your dispute with the owner; you can 
arbitrate the owner's dispute with tlie 
contractor under the provisions of 
your General Conditions. And I sug- 
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gest this be attempted whenever pos- 
sible. It will prevent long and involved 
court procedure and will provide 
quick determination of the question 
by technical persons. 

I suggest that your local groups 
select some members to serve as arbi- 
trators—preferably those with long 
experience and high reputation. But 
I also suggest that you check with a 
lawyer before going into arbitration, 
because the provisions of the Florida 
statute must be followed. 

Now—over and above the contract 
vou operate under, vou have general 
responsibilities. These are the respon- 
sibilities the law imposes on anyone 
who attempts to do anything—even 
gratuitously—for another and involve 
the exercise of some degree of care 
and skill in the performance of the 
particular activity. This has been rec- 
ognized as the responsibility of all 
professions — and specifically of at- 
torneys - at- law, architects and ac- 
countants. 

The landmark case for the entire 
country that established this principle 
was started in this state in 1918 and 
has since been quoted as authority in 
other states. In establishing that an 
architect is responsible for errors and 
omissions in his work, the court form- 
ulated two rules. The first is that an 
architect owes his employer the duty 
of exercising and applying skill and 
ability, judgment and taste, reason- 
ably and without negligence, in the 
preparation of plans and specifica- 
tions for a proposed structure. This 
is responsibility under the contract 
and responsibility for negligent per- 
formance of the contract. So there 
are two possible roads to liability. 
One is a suit under the contract to 
enforce it. The other is a suit for 
negligence which may be brought be- 
cause of negligence accruing out of 
the contract. The court held that the 
proper measure of damages is an 
amount equal to the difference be- 
tween the value of the building as 
actually designed and constructed and 
the value it would have had if prop- 
erly designed and constructed. I quote 
that rule to clarify the limitations of 
that particular lawsuit. 

Now, over and above the liability 
you have under the contract, there 
is another rule of law that makes you 
responsible also for damage or injury 
which results from a breach of con- 
tract and which might reasonably 
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have been within the concepts of 
the parties at the time they entered 
into the contract. This gets over into 
the question of your liability to parties 
who are not signatory to the contract. 

There are no decisions in the State 
of Florida directly affecting architects 
in this regard. Normally you're joined 
with others—with the contractor and 
sometimes with the owner—in law- 
suits brought by persons injured by 
various defects in structures. Conse- 
quently, your liability will be gov- 
erned by the same theories and rules 
that are applied to the contractor. 
Since your responsibility is coexten- 
sive with the contractor's and has 
been held to be joint where there is 
any joint negligence, the person at- 
tempting to enforce a liability against 
you and the contractor has the choice 
of suing either; he is not bound to 
sue both. 

In 1954 the Florida Supreme Court 
used a suit against a contractor in 
which a small boy was killed. while 
playing on a construction job to es- 
tablish in Florida the exception to 
the general rule that a contractor is 
not responsible for such an occurence. 
The court's decision was based on a 
very old English case that first estab- 
lished the dangerous instrumentality 
exception to the rule that contractors 
are not normally liable for injuries to 
third parties. This rule was originally 
modified by the MacPherson case rc- 
ferred to by Mr. Schinnerer and it 
has been extended here to building 
contractors. 

But more importantly, the court 
adopted the re-statement of contract 
rule which now governs the law in 
the State of Florida. One who, on 
behalf of the possessor of land, erects 
a structure—this includes, of course, 
architects as well as contractors—or 
creates any other condition thereon 
is subject to liability to others within, 
or without, the land for bodily harm 
caused to them by the dangerous 
character of the structure or condi- 
tion after the work has been accepted 
by the possessor. 

Another case is important, too. 
Here a man sustained injuries caused 
in some manner by a wash basin in 
a motel room and sued the owner of 
the property and the contractor. The 
Supreme Court said that contractors, 
vendors and manufacturers are not 
liable for injuries to third parties 
after the contractor has completed his 


work and the project had been turned 
over to, and accepted by, the owner. 
At the same time the court noted 
there are more exceptions to that rule 
than there are factual situations for 
applying it. 

Later the case was retried and later 
still came back to the Supreme Court 
on appeal. On re-hearing, the court 
adopted the contract rule just stated 
—and held that this was not re- 
stricted to the dangerous instrument- 
ality theory. The dangerous instru- 
mentality theory is based on the idea 
that something has been created 
which is so dangerous that everybody 
knows it to be dangerous. It started 
with firearms, Our Supreme Court 
has extended it to automobiles, to 
airplanes; it has been applied to a 
lawn chair—and in this case it was 
applied to a wash basin! 

These are exceptions to the general 
rule which protects you from liability. 
But there are more exceptions than 
there are reasons for applying the 
tule. The current rule is this: If a 
dangerous instrumentality has been 
created, or a condition on the prop- 
erty which is so dangerous that it was 
reasonably foreseeable, then the lia- 
bility of architect and contractor will 
continue even after the building has 
been turned over to the owner. If 
there is a hidden, latent condition of 
the building which the owner has not 
discovered prior to his acceptance of 
the building, the architect or contrac- 
tor, or both, will remain responsible 
for that condition — but only, of 
course, if there has been negligence— 
of design, of supervision, or of con- 
struction—involved in the perform- 
ance of their functions. 

The theory that blocks your liabil- 
ity is equally as clear. If a building 
defect is open and obvious to the 
owner while inspecting the building; 
and if the owner accepts the building 
in spite of the obvious defect, his 
acceptance blocks your liability. Here 
is an illustration of this, a fairly recent 
case in Miami. 

In this, a waitress in a hotel 
brought suit against the architect, the 
contractor and the plumber involved 
in the design and construction of the 
kitchen. She alleged she was injured 
because of the design of the kitchen. 
Between some refrigerators was a 
damp, slippery alley that she was 
forced to use between her counter 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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THE JUNIOR COLLEGE PROGRAM... 


The concept of the Community Junior College is not new in Florida, for 
the first permissive legislation was passed in 1939 — and amended in 
1947 when the Minimum Foundation Program was adopted. But only 
since 1955 has the Junior College movement received any real official 
impetus. Then the Legislature authorized a comprehensive study of the 
subject by the Community College Council which issued a report in 1957. 
This was an admirably complete study of the need for, the probable 
future of, and desirable characteristics for a state-wide Community 
Junior College Program. Since its publication, the recommended pro- 
gram has crystallized into an active and continuing development — hin- 
dered as to an orderly progression only by the lack of timely financing 
necessary for its realization... The important point is that Florida is 
now committed to a Junior College Program. The program has been 
charted; priorities have been assigned to various localities on the basis 
of need; and needs are being met as quickly as financial abilities of 
counties and the state make possible. . . Shown here are the beginnings 
of two recently authorized Junior College plants. . . 


Ultimately the Dade County Jun- 
ior College will be organized into 
three plants or teaching centers—a 
Central unit, a Northwestern unit 
and a unit serving the southern part 
of the county. Instructional programs 
in the first two centers started in Sep- 
tember, 1960, and the present con- 
struction program is geared toward 
making the administration building 
of the Central Center—which will 
serve also as headquarters for the 
entire Dade County Junior College 
complex—available for use by the be- 
ginning of the college term in Sep- 
tember, 1962. 

The campus plan of the Central 
Center, shown on the facing page, 
encompasses about 45 acres and in- 
cludes a three-story administration, 
academic and library building facing 
west and flanked on the northeast 
by a two-story physical education 
building and on the southeast by 
a two-story fine arts and technology 
building. To the east of this latter 
structure, and fronting on a dredged- 
out lake—which also is adjacent to 
the administration building to the 
west—is a one-story student center. 
Various playing fields are adjacent to 
the physical education building to the 
north, and the building group is vir- 
tually surrounded by parking lots. 

The administration building, 
sketches of which are shown on this 
page, is the first building to be con- 
structed, although most of the site 
work, including the lake, has been 
completed. The lake, incidentally, is 
a design unit of which the architects 
are justifiably proud. It not only pro- 
vides a natural grouping-point for the 
necessary buildings, but it also served 


the double purpose of draining the 


land and providing fill for the build- 


ing locations. 


DADE COUNTY 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Pancoast, Ferendino, Skeels & Burnham, Architects 
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Two views of the projected Central 
Center of the Dade County Junior 
College. Above, a view from the 
east, looking down the mall between 
the Administration Building and the 
Fine Arts and Technology Building. 
At the left is the Student Center. The 
Fine Arts and Technology Building is 
in the center across the lake; and the 
three-story Administration Building is 
on the right. This building, scheduled 
for completion in late 1962 will be 
built with a reinforced concrete fram- 
ing, precast concrete panels. lt will be 
air conditioned with a high-velocity 
system; and “windows” will be nar- 
row slits between wall panels. 
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PALM 
BEACH 
JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Frederick W. Kessler 
Architect 


This two-way, fully air-conditioned 
auditorium was built in 1960 at a cost 
of $211,000. It will seat 508 in the 
enciosed portion and approximately 
2,000 in the open-air patio in the 
rear. It has been planned to provide 
complete educational facilities for both 
originating programs and for viewing 
by the student body. The open air 
stage is closed by a top-hung alumi- 
num bifold door when not in use. . . . 
Facing page: views of the new Tech- 
nical Building with a detail of the 
inner patio shown above. The struc- 
tural design has been developed with 
prestressed concrete floor and roof 
systems, with cantilevered members 
forming covered walks, Solar screens 
have been extensively employed —in 
part of clay tile, and in part of alum- 
inum louvers, 
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Founded in 1933, the Palm Beach 
Junior College is Florida’s oldest and 
is a pioneer development in this spe- 
cial field of education. The initial 
enrollment was 41; its first graduating 
class, in 1935 numbered three. By 
1956 it had grown to an enrollment 
of 745 and that year established its 
first permanent campus—after three 
temporary locations—on a 114-acre 
site just west of Lake Worth. Cur- 
tently the enrollment stands at about 
2,300—and even with the added con- 
struction which will be made possible 
if the current appropriation of about 
$540,000 is released, the College will 
still lack some 70,000 sq.ft. of needed 
instructional area. 

Initial construction of the new per- 
manent campus in 1955-56 included 
an administration building housing 
offices, library, lecture rooms and gen- 
eral purpose classrooms; a science 
building housing the department of 
business and science, including bi- 
ology, chemistry and home economics; 
a student center that embodies a 
lounge and dining area and campus 
store, and an athletic building—fu- 
ture plans for which include a field 
house. 

Shown here are the most recent 
additions to the campus, a general 
view of which is shown at the top 
of the facing page. They are a Teach- 
ing Auditorium, facing page, and a 
Technical Building, right on this page 
The auditorium provides a central 
stage flanked by both interior anc 
exterior seating facilities on its long 
axis and a TV studio-classroom and 
workshop on the short axis. The 
building is planned for the utmost 
flexibility of use and can be adaptec 
to a wide variety of TV and stage 
presentations. 


The technical building is two sto 
ries high and contains, ranged arounc 
a central open patio, a number of 
highly specialized laboratories and 
classrooms. On the first floor is a 
one-story wing for nursing arts anc 


electrical, electronic and physics lab- 
oratories, all equipped for a variety 
of experimental as well as instruc- 
tional activities. The second floor con- 
tains offices, two large drafting rooms 
and space for generalized instruction 
activities. 


OCTOBER, 1961 


the clean 


look of... PRESTRESSED 


CONCRETE 


Architect, George Storrs, Jr. 
Photographs courtesy of R. H Wright, Inc. 


New applications, wider acceptance, 
increased demand for its use... have CONVENTION 
marked prestressed concrete progress, ‘ON 
making this an era of unprecedented 


product expansion. Chartered in 1954 ETE INS, 

its inception in Florida...the Prestre CONVEN T 15-19, | 1 STITUTE 
Concrete Institute will hold its conven- ia p. TION } EADQU 

tion this year in Denver, Colorado. alace Hotel — D, ARTERS 
The roster now totals 720 — with EXEC; enver, Colorado 
members in 43 states in the U.S. A. and FAO OFFICES 

in 33 other countries. For their contri- 305 w, Wie JONCRETE py, 

bution in making this era noteworthy, TELEPHONE; cat DRIVE, cuni 
acknowledgment is made to the NTRAL 6-6985 °° 


following Florida manufacturers of 
prestressed concrete units. 


BRANNEN, INC., Sarasota TRESSED CONCRETE CO., INC., Tampa 


RETE CO., INC., Pensacola 


ROCK INDUSTI RIES Orlando £ NC 
SLL CORPORATION, Sarasota 


"FLORIDA LITH-I- BAR. IN . Miami 
R. H. WRIGHT, INC., 
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CAST IRPORATION, Tampa WM , Miami 

North Miami Wf 

2, Leesburg M , Hallandale 
DUVAL sonville M 

EWELL Lakeland Wm Lakeland 

Li 
n 
N 


Ft. Lauderdale 


SE FLORIDA PORTLAND CEMENT DIVISION 
GENERAL PORTLAND CEMENT COMPANY 


FLORIDA DIVISION. TAMPA e SIGNAL MOUNTAIN DIVISION. CHATTANOOGA e TRINITY DIVISION. DALLAS 
PENINSULAR DIVISION. JACKSON. MICHIGAN è VICTOR DIVISION. FREDONIA, KANSAS 


18 THE FLORIDA ARCHITECT 


U|M Announces Plans For 


International Research Center 


Florida has a new research facility. 
It is called the International Research 
Center of the University of Miami 
and plans new well underway suggest 
that its full development may be one 
of the most important projects ever 
undertaken in this state. The Inter- 
national Research Center campus will 
occupy 100 acres of a 450-acre plot 
located just a mile north of the U/M 
South Campus—about at 35-minute 
drive from Miami’s International Air- 
port or the heart of the downtown 
area. The rest of the land will be 
divided into 7¥2-acre plots and will 
be made available to various indus- 
tries for the construction of individual 
research laboratories, 

The development program for the 
new Center is rooted in a concept of 
cooperative activity between this spec- 
ialized division of the University and 
industrial organizations of 
character. The Center is conceived as 
bridge linking education and industry. 


diverse 


First it will provide instruction at the 
graduate level in preparation for mas- 
ters’ and doctors’ degrees. Second, 
plans include the assembly and main- 
tenance of such common facilities as 
patent files, a scientific library, lec- 
ture, exhibit and seminar rooms — 
and ultimate expansion to include 
shop facilities, computors and a wide 
range of scientific equipment for the 
common use of industrial research 
teams. However, industries locating at 
the Center will enjoy complete inde- 
pendence of action; and facilities of 
the Center will be limited to those 
necessary for research only. Though 
pilot plants may conceivably be devel- 
oped as a result of an extensive re- 
search program, the Center will ex- 
clude activities of commercial produc- 
tion or fabrication. 

‘Though the Center is a long-time 
dream for a graduate scientific cam- 
pus on the part of U/M officials; its 
physical evolution is the chief interest 
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Left, tentative layout of 
the new 450-acre Re- 
search Center in south 
Dade County. The 100- 
acre Center Campus 
would be surrounded by 
7V5-acre plots occupied 
by research laboratories 
of industrial organiza- 
tions, Typical of these is 
the research building 
planned for the Texas 
Butadiene and Chemical 
Corporation, above, for 
which Steward - Skinner 
Associates are the 
architects. 


DR. IRVING E. MUSKAT 
President, U/M International 
Research Center 


and responsibility of Dr. Irvine E. 
MuskATr, the U/M's recently-ap- 
pointed Vice President for Research, 
who now heads thc Center as its 
president. Other Center officers are 
Dr. Rosert Jouns, U/M Executive 
Vice President, who is working with 
Dr. Muskat as the Centers Vice 
President, and Harry Hoop Bassrrr, 
Chairman of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the First National Bank of 
Miami, who has been named as Sec- 
retary-Treasurer. 

Though the Center's chief target 
thus far has been scientific and in- 
dustrial research, facilities of the Cen- 
ter could easily be adapted, according 
to Dr. Muscat, to a program of in- 
vestigation and testing of building 
various types of 
space units. A recent interview with 
the Center's president highlighted the 
need for applied research of this type 
as well as the present lack of any 
program seeking to establish perform- 
ance criteria for buildings in terms of 
their designed-for use and coordinated 
structural characteristics. Dr. Muskat 
said he would welcome a building re- 
search program sponsored by such a 
group as the FAA and expressed his 
opinion that manufacturers of build- 
ing components would willingly 
underwrite conducting 
such a program. 

This recalls the proposal, made in 
1957, for the formation of the Florida 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Building. An article in the November, 
1957, issue of The Florida Architect, 
by Dr. Turpin C. Bannister, FAIA 
explained the FFAB program. 


components and 


expenses of 
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Proper Use of “A.1.A.” . .. 

The first of last month the AIA 
Memo carried a lead story on the 
proper use of the initials “AIA”. In 
essence, none but corporate members 
of the Institute may use the initials; 
and only Fellows of the Institute are 
entitled to use the initials “FATA”. 
Others must write out their particular 
affiliation with the Institute, as, for 
example, ‘‘Associate Member of 
(name) Chapter of The American 
Institute of Architects" — with the 
name of the Institute spelled out. Stu- 
dent associate members may not use 
either initials or the Institute's full 
name in connection with their own 
names. 

The instructions in the Memo were 
clear enough, except for one point. 
Some firms, in letterheads and on job 
signs, have been using the designation 
“AIA Architects” after their firm 
name. J, WinrieLp RANKIN, Director 
of Staff Administration at Institute 
headquarters, says this is permissible 
if all members of the firm are cor- 
porate members of the Institute — 
otherwise not. For example “Jones 
and Smith, AIA Architects” would 
be correct if both Jones and Smith 
were corporate members, But “Jones 
and Smith Associates, AIA Archi- 
tects” would not be allowable, since 
names of the associates are not in- 
cluded in the firm designation — 


whether or not the "associates" were 
actually corporate members of the 
Institute. 

The whole idea, of course, is to 
confine the use of the “AIA” initials 
to designate a corporate membership 
in the Institute only. Since Institute 
membership is granted only to indi- 
viduals and not firms, use of the 
initials by firms should be such as to 
refer clearly to principals of the firms 
who are corporate members of the 
Institute. 


AIA Awards Program . . . 


The deadline for submission of 
work in the 1962 AIA Honor Awards 
Program is drawing near. Those plan- 


ning to enter work in the Program 
should be preparing their material in 
accordance with AIA instructions re- 
cently issued. 

November 28 is the deadline for 
entry slips and registration fees. A fee 
of $10 for each building or group of 
buildings submitted must accompany 
the entry slip. Both entry and fee 
must reach Institute headquarters 
prior to the deadline date. 

Buildings of all classes completed 
after January 1, 1957, are cligible for 
submission. Entries, in brochure form, 
must reach the Institute office by 
January 19 for judgement at the 
Octagon January 29-31. Full instruc- 
tions relative to the Awards Program 


(12 feet) 


needed. 


Hank Koch, photos 


New Palm Beach Church Has 
Three-Compound Layout 


In this scheme for the new Grace Episcopal Church at 
West Palm Beach, Robert B. Browne, AIA, of Miami, has 
separated the three essential functions of the church — 
worship, education and social activity — into as many 
groups and has enclosed each in a compound of stone 
monoliths. Recognition of the close linkage of all three 
primary functions is given through the covered walks 
that join all three compounds. 
worship compound, above, is planned for a congregation 
ranging from 150 to 450. Exceptionally large overhangs 
serve to shelter attendance overflow; and 
top-hinged glazed doors permit side enclosure when 
Classroom and social units will be con- 
structed of factory-fabricated components and assembled 
at the site. The complex is hexagonally modulated to 
provide functional and esthetic versatility; and the con- 
cept of the entire layout is to symbolize the Christian 
abstraction of the Trinity. 


The structure in the 
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and the submission of entries can be 
obtained from AIA headquarters in 


Washington. If you've mislaid the 
folder describing the Program, better 
send for another before it’s too late 


Will We—or Won't We... ? 


Again this year the Legislature ap 
propriated money for the new build 
ing at Gainesville to house the Col- 
lege of Architecture and Fine Arts 
And again this year the State’s finan- 
bare that this 
project, along with many others, has 
not yet been started. 

Recently Governor I’arris BRYANT 
has bumped into opposition to his 
proposal for cutting the Gordian knot 
of this educational building situation 
by borrowing the 


cial cupboard is so 


nceded 
Whether or not the Governor will be 
successful in. putting his plan across 
remains to be seen. But recently the 
AGC has been going all out in urging 
that some action be taken to start the 
dirt flying. The Miami and Jackson- 
ville Chapters have been particularly 
active; and recently ROBERT MunSIE, 
manager of the Jacksonville Chapter, 
received this letter from the Governor 

“I have your letter of August 29, 
1961, and I am sure that by now you 
have newspaper publicity 
concerning my proposal for the finan- 


money 


seen the 


cing of the construction for the build- 
ing of Architecture and Fine Arts at 
the University of Florida. 

“I hope that organization, 
AGC, and others in Florida can see 
fit to support my overall plans for the 
promotion of higher education in 
Florida.” 

It is probable that Governor Bryant 


your 


would welcome opinions on his plans 
from any quarter. If you believe his 
financing proposal to be a sound and 
practical one that could bring the 
much needed building into existence 
soon, why not say so in a letter to 
him? 


New Ruling on Seal by 
Hotel & Restaurant Comm. 

The State Hotel and Restaurant 
Commission will no longer issue per 
mits for construction unless the ap 
plication for a permit has been sealed 
as well as signed by the designing 
architect. Formerly the Commission's 
Supervising Architects would accept 
an application without an architect's 
seal, provided the architect’s signature 
In clar 
Page 22) 


appeared on the application 


(Continued on 
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Looks that last and last 
through the growing years 


...and beyond \\\ 


MASONITE’ | 


SUNLIGHI 
SIDING 


The only 


molded panel with 
preformed ribs 
for additional 
strength 


and custom design 


OTHER MASONITE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE: 


Presdwood Seadrift 
Peg-Board Temprtile 
Royalcote Leatherwood 
Panelok Duolux 
For additional information and brochure write or call: If 


A.H. RAMSEY ana SONS, INC. 


71 N.W. 11th TERRACE, MIAMI, FLA. e PHONE FR 3-0811 


Service to Florida's West Coast is from our warehouse 
at Palmetto. Call Palmetto 2-1011 


NEW SHAPES IN 


WALL BRACKET LIGHTS 


Half-spheroid forms (No. WB-15¥%, WB-16) 
in satin finished Thermopal glass or 
hinged, bent glass channel in two lengths 
(No. WB-18, 18" long or No. WB-130, 
30" long). 


WB-19 


Write for further information 


PRESCOLITE MFG. CORP. 
2229 Fourth St., Berkeley, Calif. 
FACTORIES: Berkeley, Colif. o Neshaminy, Pa. o EI Dorado, Ark. 


Custom-Cast 
Plaques 


We can fill all your design needs 
for any type, size or shape of 


aluminum 
panels or dec- 


cast bronze or 
plaques, name 
orative bas-reliefs 


FLORIDA FOUNDRY 
& PATTERN WORKS 


3737 N. W. 43rd Street, Miami 
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ifying the use of an architects seal 
on applications, Lewis M. Hirr, the 
Commission's Supervising Architect 
in Miami, cited Rule 2.5 of the Com 
mission's Rules on Construction as 
authority for the new requirement. 


Coming up... ! 

Encouraging figures come from the 
F. W. Dodge Corp. relative to con- 
tracts for future construction in the 
metropolitan Miami area. During July 
— the most recent period covered by 
current Dodge figures — these were 
up a whopping 61 percent over the 
volume for the same period last year. 
Heavy engineering contracts were not 
included in the figures. 

Dodge reported non-residential con- 
tracts in Dade County increased 28 
per cent this year as compared to July 
last year. Residential contracts showed 
an even sharper upturn —a 74 per- 


cent increase over last vcar. Cumu- 
lative totals of building contracts in 
Dade County for the first seven 
months of this vear showed a 5 per- 
cent increase over the corresponding 
period last year. 

It's true that Dade County isn't all 
Florida. But it has often proved to be 
the state's bellwether in the past. 
Thus the rising trend of building 
there is indicative of increasingly 
healthy throughout the 
state. 


conditions 


Changes... 

Rosrgr E. Rorr has moved his 
office to the Amdur Building, 40 S.F 
Ist street, Boca Raton. The phone 
number, 395-050, remains the same. 

Rosert M. Sarum has moved his 
office to the Fairmont Building, 1100 
N.E. 125th St, North Miami. His 
new telephone 
PLaza 1-5524. 

Paur Grupp has moved to new 
offices at 1190 N.E. 125th St., North 


number is 


D ———À 
FREDERICK G. SEELMAN — 1889 - 1961 


l'epERICK G. SEELMAN, AIA, a 
charter member of the Palm Beach 
Chapter (founded in 1947) and a 
practicing architect in Palm Beach 
since 1925, died September 5, 1961, 
at his Palm Beach home. He would 
have been 72 December 9th of this 
vear. 

Born in Nurnberg, Bavaria, he 
came to the United States near the 
turn of the century, studied in New 
York City and graduated from the 
Columbia College Atelier in 1916. 
After military service in World War 
I and a period of travel, he joined the 
Palm Beach firm of Treanor and 
Fatio and from 1925 to 1940 worked 
there as an associate and full partner. 
In 1940 he opened an office under 
his own name and maintained it for 
more than 20 years until his death. 
Much of his practice was in the 
field of large residences and Catholic 
churches and institutional buildings; 
and in the latter category, particularly, 
he was the recepient of several design 
awards. 

Throughout his active professional 
life he found time to serve his pro- 
fession and community. A corporate 


Rabe's Studio 
FREDERICK G. SEELMAN, AIA 


member of the AIA since 1943, he 
acted in many capacities for the Palm 
Beach Chapter and was president of 
the FAA for 1936-37, prior to the 
Association’s affiliation with the In- 
stitute as a State organization. He 
was a member of the Palm Beach 
Chamber of Commerce dating from 
1948, was a charter member of the 
Palm Beach Rotary Club and during 
1952-53 was Commodore of the Palm 
Beach Yacht Club. 
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RESERVE EARLY! 


If you haven't already 
done so, make the reser- 
vation for your Conven- 
tion stay atthe Boca Raton 
Hotel at once, Better 
drop everything and do 
it now! The Convention 
is closer than you think— 
and although the hotel 
has ample space, early 
reservation will get you a 
preferred room location. 
It will also be a help to 
your Convention Commit- 
tee in planning and will 
avoid last minute hurry 
and confusion on your 
part. ... So — why don't 
you DO IT NOW! 


Miami. The telephone remains the 
same PLaza 4-6459. 

‘The architectural firm of Anson & 
Kerr have opened a new office in the 
Everglades Bank Building, 1610 S. 
Andrews Ave., Ft. Lauderdale. The 
new telephone number is JAckson 
5-3238. 

R. CarroLi. Peacock has opened 
a new office for the practice of archi- 
tecture at 324 Royal Palm Way, Palm 
Beach. Telephone number is 
838-3838. 

The firm of ARMSTRONG, PRYOR 
AND Associates have moved their 
offices to Suite 200, First National 
Bank Building, Stuart, Florida. The 
mailing address is P.O. Box 445, 
Stuart; and the telephone is un- 
changed, AT'water 7-3533. 

Grorce D. Srorrs, Jr., has moved 
to larger quarters at 1429 N. Federal 
Highway, Fort Lauderdale. His phone 
is unchanged, LOgan 4-2094. 


Significant quotes . . . 

“The architect remains the key to 
architecture, Whether he is a form- 
giver, who perhaps develops a tech- 
nique, such as Mies, Gropius, LE 
Corsusier; or a form-adapter, who 
perfects that technique, such as a 
Bunsnart, a NErscH, a Per, a KAHN, 
a SAARINEN; or a form-user who car- 
ties the technique to a wide applica- 
tion, such as a Roru—he is the man 
who is going to determine, in the 
long run, where our building-con- 
struction technologies are going. And 
I don't mean to imply that he will 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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ENGINEERED FOR APARTMENTS, the Dwyer 
Compact Kitchen hides away in a few feet of 
space, yet offers complete kitchen facilities. 
Completely sealed in “lifetime” porcelain, the 
Dwyer with its big refrigerator, range, bake 


oven, deep sink and generous storage s 


easily installed; practically maintenance-free 


for years to come. 


WRITE OR CALL TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG 


T- 


[== passi 


[broil 


ice is 


compact 
kitchens 


Shown is the 
DWYER SERIES 
51, only 54° in 
length. Other 
models 39” to 69”, 
gas or electric. 


DWYER PRODUCTS OF FLORIDA, INC., Phone FRanklin 1-4344 
SUITE 621, DUPONT PLAZA CENTER, 300 BISCAYNE BOULEVARD WAY, MIAMI 32 


"The Scourge of the Curtain Wall..." 


Eprror, FA: 

After reading your September issue 
and your plea for cover material, I 
decided to submit a satirical cartoon 
that has long been on my mind. To 
me, the enclosed drawing, “The 
Scourge Of The Curtain Wall," is a 
humorous view of the head of the 
average American after 25 years of 
living, working and playing in curtain 
wall buildings. By this time, his head 
will adapt completely to the unimag- 
inative environs in which he dwells: 
his head becomes a curtain wall fa- 
cade; his eyes, solar screens; his nose, 
a pre-cast concrete form; his mouth 
and neck, pilotis, and his hair, a roof 
garden. I thought that you might 
have some use for it; if not for a 
cover, perhaps for an inside cartoon. 

This June, I graduated from Miami 
Beach High School and am beginning 
to attend the University of Florida, 
where I will major in architecture. 

I have only received your magazine 
for three months, but I feel it is very 
informative and of extremely high 


value to the student. I only wish that 
more of the member architects would 
take the time and effort to submit 
more articles, as Mr. Kenneth Treister 
has done. 
Epwarp Marc TREIB 
Miami Beach 
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decide this on an arbitrary basis. He 
will decide it on an artistic, on a 
technological, and on a business 
basis." — Tuomas H. CREIGHTON, 
FAIA, editor, P/A, in a speech before 
the Metal Curtain Wall Clinic at the 
23rd Annual Convention of the Na- 


tional Association of Architectural 
Metal Manufacturers, April, 1961, at 
New York. 


"We can be grateful for one great, 
new overwhelming fact. For the first 
time in history, architectural and 
engineering design are absolutely es 
sential elements in the planning and 
building process. ...'Today the word 
building is scarcely adequate to de- 
scribe what we produce. What we 
are creating are single, specialized-use 
inventions designed to meet ever-ris- 
ing standards of performance. The 
cost of human time has multiplied so 
sharply that buildings inefficient to 
purpose cannot be economically tol- 
erated.” —Philip Will, Jr., FAIA, in a 
speech at the 5th Annual Convention 
of the CSI, New York, May, 1961. 


To The Ladies... 


(Continued from Page 6) 


their convention program as a very 
important part of the overall activi- 
ties. No longer are the wives seated 
in the audience at banquets and lun- 
cheons nor are they shunted off on 
tours of nearby tourist attractions as 
a sole means of entertainment. In- 
stead they have been welcomed at 
business meetings and seminars, and 
this is particularly true of recent FAA 
conventions. 

Because the Association itself seems 
interested in welcoming the ladies to 
active participation in its convention 
program, we are hoping that this will 
provide the impetus for a wonderful 
turnout of architect’s wives from all 
over the State. The program sparkles 
with the names of well-known archi- 
tects and allied professionals and will 
be stimulating, informative and thor- 
oughly enjoyable. Of course, there is 
a definite directed to the 
ladies as well, which we know you 
will all be interested in. 

The Boca Raton Club and all its 
facilities can be a “program” in itself. 
It is a masterpiece of Old World 


program 


architecture, allthough actually con 
structed at the time of Florida’s great 
boom. Until you have seen this 
beauty spot, you will think only 
Europe contains operations of this 
type. For those who dislike contem- 
porary forms, it is a welcome relief; 
for those who are contemporary buffs, 
it presents a challenge—how could it 
be improved in luxuriousness? Every- 
where you turn there are new vistas, 
new nooks and niches to investigate, 
top fashion shops to browse through. 

Because the convention is being 
planned on the “American Plan" in- 
cluding three meals, the ladies’ activ- 
ities will be confined to the hotel, 
cabana club and the spacious grounds 
Of course your hostesses will have 
transportation available for any ladies 
who care to make a trip to Palm 
Beach, Fort Lauderdale, or just to 
tour the Boca Raton area. But with 
a mile-long beach and beautiful ca- 
bana club available, luxurious tropical 
gardens, an 18-hole golf course, arch- 
ery, croquet, card rooms, hospitality 
s, etc. we feel your convention 
stay will be too short to take it all 
in and that will return home 
with your head in a whirl. 


you 


Homebuyers are looking for MORE! 


Homebuyers are demanding that 
today’s home be more than just 
comfortable — it must have the latest 
improvements to keep it “up-to- 
date” for many years to come. 
That’s why they are asking for 
concealed telephone wiring. The 
added convenience of planned 
telephone outlets and wire-free walls 
is important to them. 


May we show you how easy it is to 
incorporate modern, saleable 
concealed telephone wiring into the 
home or subdivision you are design- 
ing. Just call your Telephone 
Business Office. 


Southern Bell 
e Growing with the Future 
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We are being especially honored 
this year by the presence of Mrs. 
Puis Witt, wife of the President 
of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects. In addition we will be wel- 
coming other Board members’ wives 
and speakers’ They will be 
coming from all over the United 
States to join us in our fun and 
festivities. We know that you ladies 
will have a wonderful, relaxing time 
at our convention. Be sure to make 
your reservations early; pack your re- 
sort and party clothes and come! 


wives, 


Omissions and Errors... 
(Continued from Page 13) 


position and the kitchen. She slipped, 
fell and hurt herself. She did not 
sue the hotel because she was prob- 
ably already workmens” 
compensation. 

The court held here that this con- 
dition was an open and obvious one 
and one that had been accepted by 
the hotel owners when they accepted 
the building after construction had 
been completed. So, it became the 
owner's duty to remedy the condition; 
and the approximate cause of the 
injury to the waitress was the negli- 
gence of the owner in failing to cor- 
rect the condition after he had ac- 
cepted it. If this defect had 
hidden, or if it had been so inher- 
ently dangerous as to fall into the 
category of a dangerous instrumen- 
tality—which includes automobiles, 
lawn chairs and wash basins!—the 
liability of the defendants would not 
have been blocked by the acceptance 
of the owner. 

Finally, let me offer three recom- 
mendations. First, to protect yourself 
from liability in a growing situation, 
insure. Second, make of yourself as 
small a target as possible—that is, 
try to protect yourself from personal 
liability by arranging your assets in 
such a fashion that you do not hold 
a lot of property susceptible to judg- 
ment. Third, try, as a group, to 
implement arbitration. This last will 
probably not help you in court matters 
—purely court matters such as are 
created when someone is injured. But 
it will be of great assistance in keep- 
ing you out of court on matters 
involying construction. 


covered by 


been 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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FOR 


* 1701 Meridian Avenue 
* 1244 Washington Avenue 
* 1133 Normandy Drive 


WASHINGTON 


CUSTOM 
FINANCING 


VINGS and LOAN ASSOCIATION OF MIAMI BEACH 
All Offices: JEfferson 8-8452 
Broward County: 

Dial Direct, JAckson 4-4077 


FEDERAL 


@ individual financing tailored to 


your clients’ needs on residential 


and commercial building. 


€ Payments to contractors and 


sub-contractors and lien releases 


may be handled through our 
Builders Service Department. 


@ Land Acquisition and 
Development Loans and 
Improved Lot Loans. 


€ Prompt appraisals and 
commitments without cost 
or obligation. 


@ Our MORTGAGE LOAN 
DEPARTMENT will be glad 
to arrange an appointment 
to suit your convenience. 


IMEK D. CORDON ARTHUR 


COURSHON 
he Board 


Regardless of your flooring need — 
Tuflex, the world’s most resilient 
flooring, meets your requirements. 


A floor which is resilient enough to 
rebound with 100% recovery from 
the concentrated pressure of stiletto 
heels, ice skate blades, a pogo stick 
or golf spikes will certainly withstand 
everyday punishment with ease. 


For complete information contact 


RUBBER PRODUCTS, INC. 


4521 W. Crest Ave. 


Tuflex is available in a variety of 
ndsome color patterns, all acous- 
tically quiet and „Exceptionally dur- 
able. This tough % X" thick rubber tile 
ble in 9" and 27" square 
Easily installed over wood, 
concrete or other dry sub-flooring, 
Tuflex will remain new-looking 
throughout many years of safe, com- 
fortable service with minimum care. 


Tampa 3, Florida 
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A R. COGSWELL 


"SINCE 1921” 


THE BEST 


Architects' Supplies 


Complete Reproduction 


Service 


433 W. Bay St. 


Jacksonville, Fla. 


DO WE HAVE 
YOUR CORRECT 
MAIL ADDRESS? 


If you are not receiving 
your copies of this FAA 
magazine, it is probably 
because your address in 
our stencil files is incor- 
rect .... We try hard to 
keep abreast of all address 
changes. You can help us 
do so by following these 
suggestions: 

1...1f you change jobs 
or move your home to 
another location, get a 
change-of-address card 
from your local Post Office 
and mail it to us. 

2..1f you join an AIA 
Chapter, tell us about it, 
listing your current ad- 
dress. Busy Chapter secre- 
taries sometimes forget to 
file changes promptly. 

Don't let yourself be- 
come an "unknown", a 
"moved", or a “wrong 
address"... 


Omissions and Errors... 
(Continued from Page 25) 


As in previous sessions, a question 
and answer period followed the talks 
by panelists. Part of this audience- 
participation discussion included some 
general observations and commentary 
that was not directly pertinent to the 
main thesis of the session. These have 
not been reported; and questions have 
been briefed to clarify their relation 
to certain points relative to the con- 
text of the panelists talks. 


@—Suppose a window had been 
placed in such a position relative to 
paved walks close to a building that, 
when opened, it constituted an ob- 
struction to people using the walk. 
Is this a case in which the danger of 
injury is so obvious that the passerby 
is responsible for his own welfare— 
and not the owner or achitect of the 
building? 


A (By Mr. Sherman)—In the case 
of an obvious obstruction such as you 
describe, the person who runs into it 
will, normally, be guilty of contribu- 
tory negligence. Under our common 
law doctrine this is—with a few ex- 
ceptions—a complete bar to recovery. 
Basically it is a good defense and in 
the case of an obvious defect such as 
you mention would prevent liability. 
As to the defect becoming the respon- 
sibility of the owner, I feel he would 
be responsible if he had noted thc 
defect—that is the danger of the open 
windows — during his inspection. of 
the building and had accepted it as 
part of the completed building. The 
designer and contractor would then 
be absolved of responsibility for the 
defect even if contributory negligence 
did not hold as a defense. 


@—This case involves use of a 
slightly raised threshold between dis- 
similar floor surfaces in a corridor and 
wash room. During the construction 
period this was thought to be no 
more critical than the normal thres- 
hold in a carpeted doorway. But an 
elderly woman, in entering the wash 
room, tripped on the threshold, fell 
and broke her arm. Can she collect 
damages from the building owner, or 
is this the same sort of obvious danger 
as the open window? 


A (By Mr. Sherman) — Certainly 
suit could be brought against the 
owner. Whether or not he would be 
held responsible depends upon a 
number of circumstances outside of 
this discussion — because there are 
different levels of liability that might 
be involved. But I believe the archi- 
tect and contractor would be ab- 
solved, because this defect was open 
to the owner. 

Here is another illustration of this 
principle. Suppose you design a floor 
with a step giving it two levels; and 
suppose you carefully mark the two 
levels with different colors specific- 
ally so people will not miss the step 
and trip over it. If the owner sub- 
sequently paints both levels the same 
color so the step is difficult to see 
and thus becomes a source of poten- 
tial injury, vou are not responsible for 
any design error. There has been pro- 
duced an intervening cause of pos- 
sible injury. By the same token, if 
the owner had done something to 
extenuate this particular difficulty, he 
would be responsible. 


Q—Does professional liability in- 
surance offer protection for loss of 
life occasioned by failure of construc- 
tion due to design errors—such as the 
collapse of a stair? 


A (By Mr. Schinnerer)—Yes. 


@—Is there logic in requiring con- 
sulting engineers with whom archi- 
tects work to carry professional lia- 
bility insurance similar to that of the 
architect? 


A (By Mr. Schinnerer) — "There 
certainly is. The new architect- 
engineer agreement states that each 
party will insure. But existence of 
insurance in itself isn’t a cureall. A 
case we now have will illustrate this. 
An architect hired an engineer for 
structural work, but in due course the 
owner refused to accept the building 
because of obvious structural defects. 
Anticipating this possibility, the 
architect had held back an amount 
from the engineer's fees sufficient, he 
believed, to cover the cost of remov- 
ing the defects. 

But the engineer’s mistakes were 
not limited to his technical activities. 
He had neglected to pay his bills — 
including his withholding tax to 
Uncle Sam. So Uncle Sam attached 
the funds held by the architect. As 
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prime professional the architect was 
responsible for seeing the defects were 
made good. Thus, through the failure F. GRAHAM WILLIAMS, Chairman 

of the engineer this perfectly capable JOHN F. HALLMAN, JR., Pres. & Treasurer G. ED LUNSFORD, JR., Secretray 
architect now finds himself liable for MARK P. J. WILLIAMS, Vice-Pres. FRANK D. WILLIAMS, Vice-Pres. 
some $30,000 — all of which could 
have been prevented had he used a 


bit more care in the selection of his 
engineer. 


Two points are involved here. 
First, be sure the engineer you select ESTABLISHED 1910 
is financially responsible. Second, he 


dona am mun v» | F, GRAHAM WILLIAMS CO. 


part of the professional liability. 
INCORPORATED 


Q—If we carry professional liability 
insurance what should the limits of 
liability be? 


A (By Mr. Schinnerer) — The TRINITY 5.0043 ATLANTA 1690 MONROE DRIVE, N. E. 


architect should not specify limits of GA OFFICES AND YARD 
liability under any circumstances. . 


This is the responsibility of the owner 
and his insurance consultant. The 
owner hires the architect to do a 
specific job of architecture, not to be 
his insurance counsellor. If an archi- 
tect specified limits of liability that FACE BRICK STRUCTURAL CERAMIC 
proved to be inadequate, this type of 

claim would not be covered by his HANDMADE BRICK GLAZED TILE 
professional liability insurance. CERAMIC GLAZED BRICK SALT GLAZED TILE 

GRANITE GLAZED SOLAR SCREENS 
LIMESTONE UNGLAZED FACING TILE 

BRIAR HILL STONE ARCHITECTURAL TERRA COTTA 
CRAB ORCHARD FLAGSTONE BUCKINGHAM AND VERMONT 
CRAB ORCHARD RUBBLE STONE SLATE FOR ROOFS AND FLOORS 
CRAB ORCHARD STONE ROOFING — 
PENNSYLVANIA WILLIAMSTONE ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE 
"NOR-CARLA BLUESTONE" AND ALUMINUM 


“Beautiful and Permanent Building Materials” 
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We are prepared to give the fullest cooperation and the best 
quality and service to the ARCHITECTS, CONTRACTORS and 
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BUYING? 
BUILDING? 
MODERNIZING? 


THE LADY SAID NO to high-cost home heating 
and she'll say YES only to low-cost OIL heat! 


Of course Mrs. Wilson wants permanent heating 
in her home in cold snap weather. And she 
knows home heating needn’t cost much in Florida. 
That's why she won't even consider a home 

that’s not equipped with economical oil heat. 

She checked up on home heating costs and learned 
that oil heat averages about HALF the cost of 

heat from other fuels. So she’s doing her house- 
hunting in the new communities featuring 
cheaper, safer, all-round-better oil home heating 


MR. ARCHITECT: 


We are again reminding your clients in ads 
like this one that "luxurious oil heat cuts 
home heating bills in half." We believe you'll 
find quick and grateful acceptance when you 
specify economical, efficient, central oil 
heating. 
Moral: Insist on luxurious oi/ heat and 

"]ive economically ever after"! 


FLORIDA HOME x d: HEATING INSTITUTE 


2022 N. W. 7TH ST., MIAMI, FLORIDA 


BEST AND CHEAPEST COMBINATION FOR YEAR 'ROUND HOME COMFORT: 
OIL HOUSE HEATING AND ELECTRIC AIR CONDITIONING! 
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THE MIRACLE MORTAR FOR 
MODERN MASONRY. . . This revolutionary new organic-inorganic 


mortar will bond any smooth-ground masonry product. Ideal for solar screens or decora- 
tive grille walls. Grille blocks are precision cast to make bed-grinding unnecessary. Block 
pattern, not joints, is the important design element. Threadline Mortar joints are almost 
invisible—1/16th of an inch or less—therefore do not detract from grille design beauty. 
And Threadline Mortar is ultra-practical, too. It is completely water-proof and non-staining. 
It is many, many times stronger than ordinary masonry mortar, much easier to apply; dries 
and cures to full strength far faster. Threadline Mortar can reduce labor costs as well as 
assure a stronger, longer-lasting, better-looking job. Specify Raybestos Threadline Mortar for 
your next solar screen or decorative grille wall! 


Ordinary mortar could not 
weld these grille blocks into 
a single, strong unit. Thread 
line Mortar did when applied 
only to corners of the blocks 


4 


Bonded with Threadline Mor 
tar this 25-block unit 
becomes so strong it can be 
moved without damage 
even set at an angle without 
support. Paper-thin joints 
are almost invisible 


An impractical design—but 
t does illustrate the versa 
tility of Threadline Mortar in 
building masonry forms nev 
er before dreamed possible 


4 


» 


A 1/16-in-thick Threadline 
Mortar joint is so strong that 
t bonds these two decora 
tive blocks to a vertical con 
crete wall—and no support 
is needed! 


For Raybestos Threadline Mortar, or more information, in Florida, contact 


DUNAN BRICK YARDS, INC. TAMPA SAND & MATERIAL CO. 
Miami * TU 7-1525 Tampa * 2-9321 


m 


Here's the anodized aluminum interlocking 
architectural grille that represents a new 
dimension in function and decorative beauty. 
Neatness and patterns that will evoke the 
admiration of the most exacting requirements. 


Unlimited Applications 
Window Ornamental Grilles * Security * Door 
Entrance Ornamental Grilles + Room Dividers 
* Railings * Fences * Ceilings * Religious 
Ornamental Grilles * Exterior Solar Shades 


Rohert B. Murphy, 
AIA Architect 


Please write for complete details, brochures, and samples. W. A. McCree, 
General Contractor 


SUPERIOR SOLAR SHADE CO. Dale E. Abicht compo 


Superior Window Co., Age 


A wholly owned subsidiary of Superior Window Co. 


625 E. 10th Avenue 
Hialeah, Florida 
Phone TU 5-1521 


